Hereford
Cycling Circuit

Supporters Prospectus
We want to develop a traffic free Closed Road Cycling Circuit of regional and national
importance, putting the County on the cycling map as one of the few UK locations to have a
dedicated traffic free training, coaching and competition facility. We now need to raise money
through sponsorship and contributions to demonstrate the level of local support for the initiative
and to help to raise match funding for larger grant applications.

What is a Closed Road Cycling Circuit?
A cycling circuit is a traffic free tarmacadam surfaced road ranging between 1km and 1.5km in length
used for coaching, training and competitive cycling, as well as other wheeled sports.
Road cycling is a discipline most often linked to the open highway, however there are many reasons
why people aren’t comfortable training and racing on the open road including road surfacing, road
works, other users, traffic calming measures, poor signage etc. A reliance on the open road neglects
the needs of riders wishing to do more cycling but have nowhere safe to go on a regular basis. The
open road is an intimidating and at times dangerous place for novices and the disabled and whilst the
local network of quiet lanes and traffic free paths are a resource for recreation, they are not suitable
for learning basic bike skills or skill development.
Sport England and British Cycling believes that Closed Road Circuits are key to developing cycling
and can play a significant part to play in having a positive impact on the health and wellbeing agenda.
There are some 20 circuits already across the UK and a growing interest in developing more.

What are we trying to do?
In the same way that the introduction of all-weather pitches has seen an increased participation at
grass roots football, we see the development of closed road circuit as having the same impact for
cycling and other wheeled sports in Herefordshire.
The Hereford circuit would be a 6-metre-wide, between 1km and 1.5km in length and designed to
national standards. The circuit will take advantage of the available land and form part of the facilities
at Hereford Leisure Centre. Street lighting is proposed so the facility can function during the evening
and throughout the winter months.
Planning permission has been granted by Herefordshire Council and we have reached a ‘shovel
ready’ stage for development. It is estimated that the final built scheme will cost between £700k and
£900k depending on the length, much of this will be raised through larger grant applications, but we
also need to demonstrate a level of local support through raising some funds locally.

Why is this important?
More than two million people across the country now cycle at least once a week,
an all-time high. A growing number of women and young adults are taking up cycling and the
continuing popularity of cycling among the over 40’s, has meant that cycling is “the new golf”, with
cycle rides replacing rounds of golf as the preferred out-of-office and social activity. As cycling’s
popularity grows, so does the need for new facilities to support coaching, training and competition,
as well as to encourage greater participation and improved health and wellbeing of the local
community.
Surrounding Hereford, there are over 50 cycling and triathlon clubs with more than 3,000 members.
Local charity events have attracted some 800 cyclists each year, with many participating for the first
time. Local clubs are growing their membership at the same time as needing new facilities to expand
their coaching, training and competitive events.
Hereford’s nationally important military connections and associations with important education and
disability groups means that the cycling circuit offers wider community use and benefits. In addition,
there are economic benefits, supporting the growing outdoor activity market and creating a new
visitor attraction. Similar cycling circuit in England have shown that holding regular events can
contribute at least £300k to the local economy annually.

What stage has the project reached?
Following several public meetings and consultations with cycling clubs, sports clubs and other
stakeholders, a remarkable level of support has been generated. Our survey had over 850 responses
with more than 90% in favour of the cycling circuit.
A site masterplanning exercise has been completed and a business case prepared demonstrating
the need and potential of a circuit. Site surveys and investigations have been completed and planning
permission granted for a 1.5km cycling circuit to be sited at Hereford Leisure Centre and racecourse.

Who are we?
The project is backed by Hereford City Council and championed by former Mayor Councillor
Jim Kenyon, working in partnership with the leisure centre operator Halo Leisure and experienced
local charity Wheeled Sports 4 Hereford. The project is being managed with specialist
professional support.

What will it cost and how will it be managed?
The scheme has reached a ‘shovel ready’ stage with a £40k investment from Hereford City Council
and when all the necessary funds are in place the circuit is read to be built and operated immediately.
Estimates range from £700k - £900k and there are options to flex the scheme according to the available
budget. Whilst we want to build the best circuit possible to maximise its use and importance, as a
minimum we would like to build 1km of circuit with lighting.
The facility will be managed by Halo Leisure as part of the existing sports and leisure facilities they run
at the site. The circuit will be open to clubs, the public and for private use, as well as regular education,
coaching, training and competitive events. There will be an affordable structured charge designed to
encourage community use and to cover the costs of managing, maintaining and staffing the facility and
we hope to reinvest surpluses in encouraging greater participation and further improving cycling facilities.

Why invest and your rewards?
As well as supporting the strategic development of cycling facilities in Herefordshire, you would be
helping to increased number of people regularly participating in cycling, provide opportunities for
disabled people and make it possible for education use at primary, secondary and higher levels. This
kind of facility would provide a resource to improve group riding and in doing so increase group safety
on the road and encourage people to continue participating through the winter months, it is safer
and more inviting than the open road in the dark. We hope to create a community hub or facility that
brings people together through cycling and other wheeled sports, not least via clubs.
And if possible, the circuit can become a base for other activities, such as skating, running and
Nordic Walking.

